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B.A. Syllabus (Philosophy)

For Three year Bacheolor of Arts course in Philosophy

B.A. |

Paper I- Indian Philosophy

Paper IlI- Modern Western Philosophy

B.A.-lI

Paper-I Ethics

Paper-Ii Logic

B.A.ll

Paper I- Problems of Philosophy ( Indian& Western )

Paper IlI- Philosophy of Religion

Paperlll- (A) Socio-Political Philosophy
Or

Paperlll- (B) Greek & Medeaval Philosophy
Or

Paperlll- (C) Applied Philosophy

Prepared by Board of Study, Department of Philosophy M.G.
KashiVidyapith Varnasi.
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There will be seven Question papers in Philosophy in B.A. Examination. The
division of Papers in three years will be as follows. Two papers in B.A. Part-I, Two
papers in B.A. Part-1l and Three papers in B.A. Part-Ill.

Each paper will carry 100 Marks and of a duration of three hours.
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Paper |
Indian Philosophy

Chief Characteristics of Indian Philosophy, Charvaka Philosophy-

Epistemology, Metaphysics and Ethics.

Jaina and Bauddha Philosophy-Jaina:Substance (Dravya) and it's kinds,

Syadvada, Anekantavada, Bondage and Liberation,

Bauddha: Four Noble Truth, Pratityasamutpad, Nirvana, Kshanikavad(

momentariness), Anatmavada.

Nyaya-Vaishesika-Epistemology-Pratyaksha; Anuman and their Kinds,

Padartha and its Kinds.
Samkhya:Yoga- Purusha & Prakriti:nature and proofs for their existence,
Evolution Theory, Satkaryavada,Yoga-Darshan Ashtangyoga and God,

Mimansa and Vedant- Mimansa- Nature of ‘Dharma’ Pramanyavad.

AdvaitaVedant- Brahman, Maya, Jiva, Bondage and Liberation

Vishistadvaita- Refutation of Shankara’s Conception of Maya. The Relation

between Brahman and Jiva, Brahman, World (Jagat) and Jiva.

Suggested Reading

1.
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M.Hiriyanna

C.D. Sharma

Datta & Chatter;ji

S. Radhakrishnan
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Outlines of Indian Philosophy
(Hindi and English Version)

A Critical Survey of Indian Philosophy
(Hindi and English Version)
Indian Philosophy
(Hindi and English Version)
Indian Philosophy Vol. | & II
(Hindi and English Version)
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B.A. I
Paper I
Modern Western Philosophy
Chief Characteristics of Modern Western Philosophy Descartes- Cartesian
method, Cogito Ergo Sum, Proofs for the Existence of God, Nature of

Substance, Mind Body Relation — Interactionism, Nature of Knowledge.

Spinoza & Leibnitz: —Spinoza Substance, Pantheism, Attributes and
Modes, Mind- Body Problem- Parallelism,Leibnitz Substance, Nature of

Monads, Pre-established Harmony and Mind Body Problem.

Locke & Berkeley- Locke-Epistemology- Refutation of Innate Ideas, Nature
of Knowledge, Primary and Secondary Quality, Simple and Compound

Ideas, Limit of Knowledge, Matter (substance)

Berkeley- Refutation of Abstract Ideas, Subjective Idealism.



Unit 4 :

Hume- Impressions and Ideas, Association of ldeas. Refutation of self,

God, causality, skepticism.

Kant- Criticism, Nature of Knowledge, Synthetic- Apriori Judgements.

Suggested Reading

1.
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Fuller B.A.G.

W.T. Stace
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A History of Philosophy

A Critical History of Philosophy
A History of Modern Philosophy
A History of Philosophy

A History of Modern Philosophy
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Paper |
Ethics

Definition and nature of Ethics, Nature and object of moral judgements,
Freedom of will and moral responsibility- Determinism and Indeterminism,

psychological basis of Ethics.

Teleological Theories — Utilitarianism-Bentham, and Mill, Evolutionism-

Spencer

Deonotological Theories — Intutionism — Butler, Rationalism — Kant- Good
will, Duty for the duty’s sake, categorical imperative, Postulates of morality,

Perfectionism

Niskam Karmyoga and Sthitprajna of Gita, Nietzshe- Revaluation of values,

superman, Ethics of Gandhi



Suggested Reading
1. William Lillie
2. Mackenzie

3. C.D. Broad

4. William K. Frankena:

5. R.A.P. Rogers
6. A.C. Eving

7. S.K. Maitra

8.  dg Ydbrer IHt
9. M T UvsSy
10.  dloUdoRE

11. €SI AR 387

An Introduction to Ethics

A Manual of Ethics

Five types of Ethical Theories

A short History of Ethics
Ethics

The Ethics of Hindus
Hfemest & qo Rigra
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Arfereme

Aifcera & v g
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Paper Il

Logic
Definition, nature and importance of Logic, Truth and Validity, Induction
and deduction, Sentence and Proposition, Kinds of Definition, Informal

fallacies, Chief functions of Language.

Categorical Proposition, Aristotle’s Traditional Square of Opposition and
other Immediate Inferences. Existential Import, Categorical Syllogism.
Testing Validity and Invalidity of Categorical Syllogisms through Vein

Diagram and Laws regarding it.

Symbolic Logic, Simple and Compound Propositions, Kinds of Compound
Propositions- Negative, Conjunctive, Disjunctive and Implicative
Propositions, Testing Validity and Invalidity of Propositions through Truth-



Unit4 :

table method. Argument- form and Sentence- Form, Kinds of Sentence-

Form, Determination of Tautology, Contingent and Contradictoriness
through Truth- table Method.

Inductive logic — Scientific Hypothesis, Scientific Explanation, Importance

of Science, Methods of Mill for Inductive Generalization.

Suggested Readings

1.

2.

Introduction to Logic
L.S. Stebbing

W.V. Quine

Cohen & Nagel
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Irving M. Copi
A Modern Introduction to logic
Methods of Logic

Logic and Scientific Method.
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B.A. Il
Paper |
Problems of Philosophy (Indian &Western)

Nature of Knowledge, Prama, Praman, Prameya & Pramaryavad,
Theories of causation- Satkaryavad, Asatkaryavad, Parinamvad

Vivartvad &Pratitysamutpad.

Theories regarding soul; Bhutachaitanyavad Anatmvad, Anekatmvad &

Ekatmvad, Theories regarding reality Monism  Dualism & Pluralism

Nature of Knowledge — Plato, Rationalism, Empiricism, & Criticism,
Theories of Causation — Aristotle, Hume & Kant, Theories of Truth —

Correspondence theory, Coherence Theory and Pragmatism.

Creationism & Evolutionism, Creative evolutionism and



Emergent evolutionism, Problem of Universal-Realism, Conceptualism &

Nominalism, Problem of space & Time — Leibnitz & Kant.

Suggested Reading
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17.

18.
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20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

A.C. Eving

A.D. Woozley
H.M. Bhattacharya
B. Russell
Machinen

A.J. Ayer

R.K. Tripathi

K.C. Raja

S.C. Chatterji
D.M. Datta
Radhakrishnan
S.K. Maitra
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Some Fundamental questions of Philosophy
Theory of Knowledge
Principles of Philosophy
Problems of Metaphysics
Problems of Metaphysics
The Central Questions of Philosophy
Problems of Philosophy and Religion
Some Fundamental Problems of Indian
Philosophy
Nyaya Theory of Knowledge
Six Ways of Knowing
Indian Philosophy Vol. | & II
Fundamental Questions of Indian Metaphysics
& Logic
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Paper Il
Philosophy of Religion

Definition and Nature of Philosophy of Religion. It's Relation to ‘Dharma’
and Philosophy, Definition and nature of ‘Dharma’ and its relation to

science.

Nature of Religious Consciousness- Origin of the Religious
Consciousness- Knowledge, Emotion and Will, Basis of Religious Belief:
Reason, Faith, Belief, Revelation.

Nature of God and attributes Various Ideas of God- Deism, Pantheism,
Panentheism, Theism. Proofs for the existence of God: Ontological,

Causal, Teleological and Moral proofs.



Unit 4 : Problems of Evil and its solutions. Atheism and its Kinds, Immortality of

Soul and it's Importance for Religion. Thoughts of Vivekananda, Gandhi,

Bhagwandas and Radhakrishnan about unity of Religions.

Suggested Reading

1. John Hick Philosophy of Religion

2. D.M. Edwards The Philosophy of Religion

3. Radhakrishnan Eastern Religion and Western Thought
4. G. Galloway The philosophy of Religion

5. John Caird An Introduction to Philosophy of Religion
6. E.S. Brightman Philosophy of Religion

7. Wright A Student’s Philosophy of Religion
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B. A. lll
Paper- Il
( Social and Political Philosophy)
Unitl: Definition nature and scope of Social Philosophy. It's relation to Sociology,

Political Science and Ethics,Psychological basis of Social Philosophy.

Unit2: Theories regarding the relation between Individual and Society (i)
Individualistic Theory.

(ildealistic Theory (iii) Organic Theory

Principles regarding the origin of Society. Nature and Role of Family and

Marriage in the Society as a Social institution.

Unit3: Nature and Role of Secularism in the Society. Theories regarding the social
change — Constitutionalism, Revolutionalism, Terrorism and Satyagrah,
Politial Ideals- Idealistic Socialism and Scientific Socialism, Democracy.



Unit4: The Thorghts of Veda, Bhagvadgeeta, Gandhi, Bhagvandas & Dr
Ambedkar regarding-Varna, Caste and Ashram, Tradition, Change,
Modernity.

Suggested Readings:

D.D. Raphael — Problems of Political Philosophy
J.S. Machanji— An outlines of social Philosophy
Dr. Ramnath— Social Philosophy for the Beginners
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Greak & Medeaval Philosophy

Pre- Socartic Philosophy — Anaximander, Anaxagoras, Democritus,
Anaximanes Empedoclese, Pythagoras, Heraclitus, Sophist &

Socrates.
Plato — Theory of Knowledge
The Idea of the highest Good, Idea of God, Soul, & Theory of forms.

Aristotle — Refutation of Plato’s Theory of Knowledge, Causality,

Matter and form, Categories of Substance Potentiality and Actualtity.
St. Augutine; Problem of Evil, St Anselmn
Ontological argument, St. Thomous Aguinus — Faith &

Reason Essence & Existence, Proofs for the existence of God.

Prescribed Readings:

1.

2.

4.

5.

6.

Thilly and Wood, A History of Philosophy, Central Book Depot. Allahabad, 1965.

W T Stace, A Critical History of Greek Philosophy, Macmillan Martin’s Press,
1969.

K.C. Guthrie, The Greek Philosophers From Thales To Aristotle, Methuen and Co.
LTD. London, 1967

Greek Darshan: C.L. Triphathi
Greek Evam Madhyayugeen Darshan ka Vaijnanik Itihaas: J.S. Srivastava

B.N. Singh: Pashchatya Darshan ki Ruparekha.



7. D.J.O. Conner : A Critical History of Western Philosophy.

8. Daya Krishna : Pashchatya Darshan ka Itihas, Bhag-l&ll.
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Applied Ethics

Philosophy and value conciousness, culture Specific value and culture
neutrality of values, Fundamental Human right, Concept of Social Justice.
Human Life and Abortion The Problem of abortion and Position of Liberalr
Conservatives and Faminists.

Euthanasia, Kind of Euthanasia, E nvironmental ethics, Ecological ethics.
Yoga, Kind of Yoga, Astangyoga, Yoga and Social and spiritual

development.

Suggested Readings:
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Peter Singer: Practical Ethics.

Peter Singer (ed): Applied Ethics.

I.K. Taimini: Science of Yoga

Vivekananda: Rajayoga

Karel Werner: Yoga and Indian Philosophy

D.C. Srivastava: Readings in Environmental Ethics, 2005.
Ranjay P.Singh & Nitish Dubey: Darshanik Vimarsh,2010
Shiv Bhanu Singh: Critique, 2010



